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6. The Commmist hierarchy is mmaffected by the country's misery and degrada~

and ruinously continues to exploit what is beat 50X1-HUM

|the taverns are £illed with the

among the youth, |
reckless gaiety of the Commmists, while among the population reipn sick-

The food sitmmtion in Albania has become incredibly desperate
except for privileged Commmist Party members.
8 now 150 leks per kilogranm,

Deaths from starvation have taken place in the Shkoder area,

is a result
of drought and the Government's requisitioning of grain, peasants of the
plains around Shkoder have formed lon

mountains in search of breed.
happened before, as the peesants of this aree are traditionally large

Throughout the country, as a result of long suffering, one sees faces
vhich are emclated and spiritiess.

young children stare with incredulity at bread when it is offered ‘thom,
Desperate mothers wender through city streets in seerch of work to sup-

port their children. Pitiful young girls stand in their doorways offer-
ing their smiles and their bodies in exchangs for food.

The people view these scenss with terror. Though they appear merely to
shrug their shoulders, they are angersd by their pouerlesmmess,

youth, which once was full of hope for its own future and that of the
¢ commtry, today seems worn with age,

j. Fearing a serious and widespread revolt, the Government is taking every
bt possible security measure to hold the population at ay,

ness, misery and death,

e carsvans and headed into the
such a thing hes nave50X1-HUM

Without shoes and nearly naked,

suepicious, afraid to act, without

The price of50X1-HUM |

Many city residents have boen |
forced to sell the few pisces of furniture they still possess in order ‘
to obtain money for btread,
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7. Other information of late April 1951 states that food is mot to be found
because the population is dying of humger, |  lan 50X1-HUM
Albanien in the Shkoder area recently went to 19 difforent homes without
finding tread. At the end of April a quintal of corn cost 20,000 leka,
vhenr it eould be found, :
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